
The District of Columbia Department of Health (DC Health) Religious Exemption form has been updated to 
include COVID-19 vaccine.  

In consideration of the COVID-19 vaccine mandate for eligible students, and the need to ensure all students in 
the District remain up to date with all necessary or required vaccinations to attend school, DC Health has revised 
the religious exemption form to include a section to document a strongly held religious belief opposing 
vaccination.  

To request a religious exemption for your student or child: 

1. Please submit the name of each child, their date of birth, and the school or childcare facility where they

are or will be enrolled to: doh.immunization@dc.gov. Forms may also be requested in-person Monday -

Thursday, 9:00am to 3:30pm at:

DC Health/Immunization Division 

Community Health Administration 

899 North Capitol Street NE, 3rd Floor 

Washington, DC 20002 

2. CAREFULLY read the form and COMPLETE it in its entirety

a. Print or download the document.

b. After completion, return the signed form by scanning or uploading the document and email it to

doh.immunization@dc.gov. Forms may also be returned in person (in an envelope) or by mail

addressed to: 

DC Health/Immunization Division 

899 North Capitol Street NE 3rd floor 

Washington DC 20002 

c. Incomplete or non-compliant forms will be returned before being forwarded for review.

3. The process to review and document the exemption can take up to 10 business days.

4. At that time, the school nurse will be able to access the information in the DC Health immunization

registry. No further documentation will be provided.

School Nurses or Immunization Points of Contact: 

1. You should no longer distribute or receive religious exemption requests from student’s families.

2. Forms are to be requested from and returned directly to DC Health at doh.immunization@dc.gov.

3. A student who is granted a religious exemption from any vaccine will have their vaccination record

updated in the District of Columbia Immunization Information System (DOCIIS 2.0) by DC Health staff to

reflect the exemption status.

4. Feel free to accept DC Health’s email as evidence that the request is processing and will be reflected in

DOCIIS 2.0 within 10 days.
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If you have any questions or comments, please submit your questions to doh.immunization@dc.gov or call 
202-576-7130.

Please note the process for submitting Medical Exemptions has not changed. A Medical Exemption can be 
documented on the Universal Health Certificate or physician’s notes may be submitted to DC Health via the 
school nurse for upload through the secure Self-Service Portal.  
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